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In this issue...
• The consequences of
emotional constipation
• The exotification of
lesbian relationships

American suffragettes, in part, fought
for voting rights on the basis of the legal
language of the Constitution, featured
on page 6. (Photo by Old-Picture.com.)

In this issue...
• Communist women’s
rights
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
• His Majesty, Herself,
Volume II Issue III
Hatshepsut

The Space for Black Beauty

By Amanda Chan
In the dismal gray of Downtown Pittsburgh, there laid a sign
that read “Flowers for Black Girls” slightly aflutter in the Friday afternoon breeze, adorned in a vivid array of hand-painted
flowers, and surrounded by smiling women. These volunteers
presented every black woman who walked by with a dainty flower wrapped in twirly ribbon.
The “Flowers for Black Girls” project, in its multitude of
goals, is unique in that it celebrated a beauty long neglected by a
hegemonic white supremacist media--black beauty. “We affirm
the lives, beauty and power of Black trans/women and girls,”
the Facebook event description reads, “We encourage Black
trans/women and girls to see the inherent value of their lives in
a society that constantly neglects, discards and abuses us.” The
intentions of this event were clear: affirmation, appreciation, and
encouragement for Black women.
“This project was inspired by the lack of care and concern for
the life of 16-year-old Teaira Whitehead,” Bekezela Mguni said,
“who was found nude with chemical bleach burns on her body
in Riverviewpark.” The little media coverage that Whitehead
received was focused on criminalizing her.
According to an article in the Journal of Negro Education, in
surveying college-aged black women, 72.8 percent of respondents “expressed discomfort” in the media’s portrayal of black
women’s beauty.
Researcher Dia Sekyaki, who conducted the study, alluded to
W.E.B. Du Bois’s concept of “double consciousness,” which refers
to the internalized conflict and discomfort as having an identity
of being black in a Eurocentric America. Du Bois had described
two pivotal moments in his life as an African-American: when he
first realized he was black and when he realized that it was going
to cause him problems.
In the context of Eurocentric beauty standards, multinational
media corporations treacherously ingrain these perpetual implications of anti-blackness into cultural values, norms, products. In
turn, the consumers of such medians internalize those anti-black
sentiments.

The event coordinator, Bekezela Mguni, is a part of New Voices
Pittsburgh: Women of Color for Reproductive Justice.
(Photo by Tom Jefferson.)
Cultural anti-blackness is what forces black Americans to
buy billions of dollars worth of texturizing and relaxant hair
products every year in order to hide their natural hair styles and
follow “dress codes” or “professional codes of conduct.” It is why
women of color cannot be featured on a cover of a magazine
without their skin color dramatically lightened. It is why 77 percent of Nigerian women use dangerous skin lightening products.
The white-owned companies who enforce these rules and
sell these products, however, profit generously from the white
supremacist beauty standards--or to be clearer, they profit off of
the cultural-imposition that black women are inherently inferior.
This racist and pervasive obsession with Eurocentricity leads
to erasure of identity, meaning the personhood of a group is not
accurately reflected within the bigger cultural picture and consequently, the group is alienated and wedged into the bottom of
allotted space for existence. When magazines written for young
girls feature hairstyles for the “blondes” and for the “brunettes,”
girls who have ethnically African hair are left with the question,
“Well, where do I fit in?”
When the United States Army instituted bans on certain
hairstyles that were most often worn by black female service
members, those American soldiers had to ask, “Why must I alter
(Continued on page 3)
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#DidYouKnow In Honor of
Native American Heritage Month

We are a monthly feminist publication produced by college students. Our goal is to break gender stereotypes, to write thoughtful and informative articles, and to empower the oppressed. We
reclaim derogatory terms such as “slut” and use them in our favor, hence our name. We are answering to a need for a premiere
feminist publication on college campuses.

#DidYouKnow As of 2012, Alaskan Indian/American
Native women are at three and half times higher risk
of experiencing sexual or physical abuse compared to
the national average. They are ten times more likely to
be murdered.

The Slut Strategy Against a Male Gaze

The Panopticism, as theorized by Michel Foucault, is the perpetual and conscious surveillance and gaze upon a subject, who is
aware that at all times, she is possibly being watched and evaluated. Thus, she acts accordingly. This is a form of domination over
the subject.
The male gaze enacted upon women has a similar effect; women
know they must unremittingly present themselves as if a man is
watching. This is demonstrated in street harassment and in Cosmopolitan articles such as “Look Even Better Naked.” It is exemplified when a woman paints her nails black, and someone asks, “Is
that what you think men are looking for?” Thus, women are forced
to always be hunting for male approval.
To break the male gaze, one might present herself to be the
polar opposite of what passes for male approval. The irreverence
of such a revolutionary act strategically undermines the very foundation of the male gaze cycle. By purposefully breaking the male
approval code, there arises a new code that she is free to follow:
her own.
So, what type of woman do men deem most disgusting, most
dishonorable, most offensive, or most worthy of shame? Your
neighborhood slut, of course.

Upon one of his returns to the island of Hispanola in 1498,
Columbus embarked on a massive genocidal spree of torture
against the Taino inhabitants. Columbus and his crew, as
pictured above, hacked the limbs off of the Natives and let them
bleed out.
(Photo by ThePeoplesVoice.org.)

#DidYouKnow In 1636, Plymouth’s governor
declared Thanksgiving a holiday after white men
in the Plymouth community succeeded in brutally
slaughtering 400 Native people: “From that day
forth shall be a day of celebration and thanks giving for subduing the Pequots.”

Feminist Vocab of the Month

Exotification (noun): the rendering of someone to be unconventionally interesting or special, with special emphasis on foreignness or nonwhite skin color, for sexual or nonsexual purposes;
dehumanizing and “othering” the exotified
Example: “I love Asian women, because they are submissive
and sexual. I love black women for their curvy asses. Immigrants
are the hardest workers. I’m going to dress up as a geisha.”
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Columbus and his men killed the Natives for sport. The population
of the Taino people shrunk from eight million to 100,000 at the
hands of Columbus.
(Photo by ThePeoplesVoice.org.)

Share with us your questions
and comments.
Tweet us at @Slutciety or
email us at slutciety@gmail.
com.
Special thanks to Ms. Hirsch
and Dr. Bishop for agreeing to
support our endeavors.

#DidYouKnow Pocahontas was forced into captivity
by white Englishmen around the year 1613, when
she was in her late teens. The Patawomeck tribe
maintains that the Englishmen killed Pocahontas’
first husband, Kocoum.
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(Continued) The Space for Black Beauty

(Continued) #DidYouKnow In Honor of
Native American Heritage Month

myself to serve my country?”
When Tyler Perry makes his fortune off of dressing up in
drag in portraying black women as unfeminine, criminal, and
violent, black women are led to wonder, “Do we only live for
other’s amusement?” Black women do not have the privilege of
acknowledgement of existence.
Programming Chair of Black Action Society Charrise Pearson-Bey coorindated this year’s Mr. and Mrs. Black University
of Pittsburgh, a pageant with an emphasis on black culture and
beauty.
“When black girls are younger, they’re told that their beauty
isn’t comparable to other beauty,” Pearson-Bey said. “With the
pageant, we’re able to show that we’re beautiful, educated black
women.”

Of the 15,000 Cherokee people forced to march the Trail
of Tears, over 4,000 perished.
(Photo by PBS.)

#DidYouKnow Between 2007 and 2013, the Alaskan
Indian/American Native community consistently experienced unemployment rates in the double digits,
peaking at 15.2 percent unemployment in 2010. Also
during 2010, unemployment rates for whites reached
its highest at 9.1 percent.
#DidYouKnow According to Forbes, the Redskins
football team is worth 1.6 billion dollars; Daniel
Snyder is the owner.

Volunteers handed out over 500 flowers.
(Photo by Tom Jefferson.)
Paradoxically, the physical attributes associated with black
women are praised when suddenly affixed onto a white body. Kim
Kardashian and Iggy Azalea both rose to fame with a lot of buzz
about their large behinds. On any given day, approximately one
million people visit tanning salons to darken their skin, 70 percent
of them being white women. Lip plumpers and lip liners queue the
shelves of make-up stores which consumers can use to make their
lips look fuller, but caricatures of black women denigrate them for
the very same trait.
Not only does this further the identity-erasure rampage, it
clarifies how beauty is evaluated by the media--not in “desirable”
characteristics, but in one’s whiteness.
The consequences of hegemonic anti-blackness submerge further into minds than representation. The famous doll experiment
of the 1940s, where sociologists Kenneth and Mamie Clark asked
black children their preferences in playing either with a white
or black doll, confirmed that black children as young as 3 were
internalizing racist attitude toward themselves as the majority of
the children preferred the white doll and ascribed positive traits to
the white doll, though they understood that they looked more like
the black doll.
So, black women counter these systematic attempts of eradication and internalized self-hatred through alternative mediums,
one of them existing as the #BlackGirlsAreBeautiful hashtag on
Twitter. Both the Black Action Society Ms. Black University of
Pittsburgh and the “Flowers for Black Girls” project exemplifies
how important it is in designating a special space to recognize,
appreciate, and love a group historically rejected and abused.
Without these select spaces of self-love and recognition, the
white supremacist cycle continue to self-perpetuate. These womanist mediums are a crucial step in the confrontation against a
normative white reign.

Columbus and his followers indiscriminately conducted mass
hangings and roasted Native people over spits.
(Photo by The Daily Kos.)

#DidYouKnow In 1862, Lincoln ordered for 38
Dakota men to be publicly hung in front of 4,000
spectators, the largest mass execution in United
States history.
#DidYouKnow European colonialists used “Indian” and “redskin” interchangably. A newspaper ad
that ran during the 1862 United States Dakota Wars
reads, “The state reward for dead Indians has been
increased to $200 for every red-skin sent to Purgatory.”
#DidYouKnow The suicide rate is 2.5 times the national average in Native Americans aged 15 to 34.
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Communism and the Common Woman

By Maureen Jones
Practically a curse word, its mention alone provokes images of
the starving poor, the rise and fall of the proletariat, and government oppression with a façade of good intentions. Soviet Russia,
Communist China, the Vietnam War.
To the majority of the world, it is regarded as an inferior system
of economic governance, widely regarded as excellent in theory
but impossible to properly execute, as it does not account for the
human greed that always, in actuality, spoils it.
But was it really so horrible for all parties involved?

and capitalist states, which are conceived as being the superior
form of governance--the current lack of women in the Chinese
government is interestingly similar to the American government.
There are many other systems of governance that result in
oppression of the people; the women in Soviet Russia and Communist China in the 20th century were given far more luxuries
than women in countries that fell to the rise of fascism.
After the destruction of the liberal Weimar Republic in Germany, the fascist Nazi regime made it very clear that the women’s
place was in the home, caring for her strong German husband
and squeezing out one squealing Aryan piglet after the other to
“In 1917, forced and arranged marriages
purify and reconstruct the mighty German race.
were illegalized, a demonstration of the
Hitler is quoted in saying that “‘women’s liberation’ invented
state’s desire to assert itself over the
only by Jewish intellectualism,” which very clearly demonstrated
his association of liberalism with the “undesirables” he saw it fit
‘capitalist’ institution of marriage.”
to destroy.
Communist doctrine has often led to the liberation of women
The English parliamentary system, too, took a remarkably
in the legal system. In China, Communist Party Chairman Mau
long time to recognize its women’s rights. It was established in
Tse-Tung’s regime made it possible for women to own land in the
1215, and women and men were held to different standards for
1950 Land Reform Act, and the Marriage Law made it possible for
divorce until 1923, prior to which men had only to prove their
women to divorce their husbands, a stunning turn towards freedom wives committed adultery, while wives had to prove adultery,
following the Communist uprising.
and also that they had been treated cruelly, or that their husband
The CCP also abolished child marriage, a practice that had been had engaged in bigamy, incest, or desertion. Therefore, it was
quite common in China and usually resulted in girls being married considerably harder for women to attain divorces than men, a
to older, even elderly men. Arranged marriages, too, were on the de- practice that was already highly stigmatized.
cline, as was the practice of foot binding. Women were encouraged
to leave the domestic sphere they had been trapped in and enter the
work force. They were able to work in the fields, as well as in factories and as owners of their own grassroots businesses.
In the Soviet Union between 1922 and 1991, women also entered
the workforce in floods, even becoming doctors and lawyers under
the Communist regime. The family unit was also stressed as being
less important than state loyalty, and love for state was supposed to
come before familial ties.
In 1917, forced and arranged marriages were illegalized, a
demonstration of the state’s desire to assert itself over the “capitalist”
institution of marriage. Abortion was also legalized and resulted in
only a 0.74 percent mortality rate among women who aborted.
The Communist Part of China circulated posters such as this
Work in the fields was the majority of work available to women
during the eve of the Cultural Revolution. The female figure is
as the country was pre-industrialization, and those who did it were
using hand-clappers, called kuai ban in Chinese, to celebrate a
considered the ideal woman.
successful harvest with the town’s farmers.
However, though women exercised legal equality under both re(Photo by U of T Magazine.)
gimes, the social reality was that women were still viewed as second
class citizens. The struggling Russian economy made unemployment
It took more than 700 years under the parliamentary system
skyrocket, and those who did have jobs were most commonly men, for divorce equality in England, but only 29 under the Comas they were still viewed as stronger than women. The same situation munist state. While England was able to put the law into effect
occurred in China, and though women were repeatedly said to be a before China was, it does demonstrate the relative liberalism that
pivotal part of the revolution, men were hired much more frequently Communist China exercised in comparison to imperial China, as
than women.
well as classic England. In the comparison of these two govHowever, women were fired more often than men, if they were
ernment structures, it is clear that inequality and human rights
hired at all. While arranged marriages were nearly gone in the urban violations prevail all around the world, regardless of economic or
sector, they were still much more common than unarranged margovernmental systems.
riages in the rural sector.
The horrors that Communism unleashed upon the world
In the modern day Communist China, though women are gain- cannot be minimized. Millions of Russians starved to death, and
ing political equality, there is only one woman, Liu Yandong, in the the state still has a tight hold on China. Yet, it also cannot be
Politburo, and there have been only 4 provincial governors in China minimized that the condition of women in general were greatly
in the past 30 years.
improved, legally. Like the Communist doctrine itself, however,
The façade of equality that we see in Communism is, however,
women’s equality under state rule was much greater in theory
not unique to that system and still exists in modern democracies
than in practice.

4

When Hatsepshut Became King

By Megan Linger
In 2007, Egyptian archaeologist Zahi Hawass took a fresh
glance at a mummy that his contemporaries had long overlooked. The body belonged to a heavyset woman between
the ages of 45 and 60, who suffered from bad teeth, diabetes,
and bone cancer. For years, this woman had no name, but the
results of Hawass’s investigations seem to suggest that she was
Hatshepsut, perhaps the most famous of all the female pharaohs.
Any historian who says it’s easy to research Hatshepsut is lying. We have no definitive dates for when she was born, when
she ascended to the highest throne in Egypt, or even when she
died. To make matters worse for us, her stepson and successor,
Thutmose III, seemed hell-bent on erasing her existence from
the historical record.

“In the inscriptions on her statues, Hatshepsut
always made sure her name was followed by
the terms ‘Daughter of Re’ or, as a bit of an
oxymoron, ‘His Majesty, Herself.’”
Hatshepsut was likely born around 1504 BCE, early in
the reign of her father, Thutmose I, a pharaoh known for his
charisma and strength as a military leader. Thutmose I seems
to have been a great inspiration to his daughter, who would
eventually follow a similar path.
When her father died, Hatshepsut was still relatively young.
One of her half-brothers ascended to the throne as Thutmose
II, and, to preserve the royal bloodline, she married him.
Through our modern lens, such a practice seems like it would
be bound to produce some questionable genetics, but that was
simply the custom among ancient Egyptian rulers for centuries
upon centuries.
Thutmose II was a weak, ineffective king, and Hatshepsut
found it only too easy to influence him. The royal couple did
not have a son together, so when Hatshepsut’s husband died,
the first in line for the throne was a son Thutmose II produced
with a secondary wife. This son, the future Thutmose III, was
still only a very young child at the time, meaning Hatshepsut
needed to rule as his regent.
The reign of Hatshepsut had truly begun.
She wasted no time, quick to proclaim that she was not her
stepson’s regent, but a pharaoh in her own right. The gravity
of her claim cannot be emphasized enough, as pharaohs were
literally seen as gods. Hatshepsut was a powerful woman from
birth, but she had to constantly defend her right to wield that
power.

Archaeologist Zahi Hawass used a tooth to positively identify
Hatsepshut’s mummified body.
(Photo by The Guardian.)

As pharaohs tended to do, she proved her own might by ordering
the construction of grand monuments, which in Hatshepsut’s case
included great obelisks at Karnak and a sprawling temple in Thebes.
The stone obelisks were each a hundred feet tall, weighed about
450 tons, and required 27 ships and 850 oarsmen to deliver. As for
the temple complex, it covers an area equivalent to about two and
a half football fields and modern historians consider it one of the
greatest architectural marvels of the ancient world. The graceful colonnades, gardens, courtyards, and statues seem to ascend the hillside,
climbing right to heaven.
Apart from these construction projects, Hatshepsut also made
important trade agreements with the Land of Punt, which might
have been located in present-day Eritrea or Somalia. Paintings in the
Thebes temple show numerous boats filled with the most luxurious
goods available in the region. The boats returned to Egypt bearing
cargo of ebony and ivory, silver and gold, animals and incense. A
caption accompanying the paintings reads, “Never were such things
brought to any king since the world was.”

In this statue of Hatsepshut, she is depicted with attire reserved
for pharaohs, but she still preserves her femininity.
(Photo by Joan Ann Lansberry.)
Interestingly, throughout her time as pharaoh, Hatshepsut preferred to be portrayed as any of her male counterparts would, with
a muscular body, men’s clothing, and the usual pharaoh’s symbols,
which included a false beard. However, this choice in gender presentation does not indicate that she ever identified as anything other
than female. In the inscriptions on her statues, Hatshepsut always
made sure her name was followed by the terms “Daughter of Re” or,
as a bit of an oxymoron, “His Majesty, Herself.”
Although she used it as a means of proving to her people that she
was just as powerful as any other king, historians throughout the past
hundred years have used her so-called “deviant” form of self-expression as yet another way to vilify her.
Indeed, 20th century historians could not accept the idea of a
woman wielding so much power thousands of years ago. In their
books and papers, these scholars portrayed Hatshepsut as a power-hungry usurper who cruelly kept the rightful ruler, Thutmose
III, from achieving his birthright. They even went so far as to say
that she must have been nothing but a puppet ruler, with a powerful
adviser, Senenmut, pulling the strings.
Historian Alan Gardiner wrote in 1961 that not “even a woman
of the most virile character could have attained such a pinnacle of
success without masculine support.” Surely, a king does not deserve
such demeaning treatment, female or otherwise. However, as we
delve into this new century of scholarship, we are learning not to
discount the achievements of women, and the study of history is all
the better for it. Long live the king.
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The Patriarchy’s Legal Language

By Courtney Linder
In 1872, fierce women’s suffrage warrior--Susan B. Anthony--and a congregation of other women, proudly cast ballots in
Rochester, New York. A few months later, a deputy marshal visited
a National Women’s Suffrage Association meeting with the intent
to arrest Anthony. With handcuffs on her wrists and determination
in her temperament, Anthony was charged with voting “without
having a lawful right” as it was “in violation of section 19 of an act
of Congress.”
After her arrest, she toured 29 districts of Monroe County to
deliver powerful suffragist speeches. In her hour-long address,
Anthony meticulously analyzed the language of the United States’
Constitution and Declaration of Independence, exposing the injustices the pronouns “he,” “his,” and “him” wrought on the women
of the United States. The language denied them the right to vote,
but allowed them to be taxed without representation, a paradoxical
standard that could not be tolerated.
Though the use of androcentric pronouns is more flexibly
applied today, sexist terminology still permeates the tenets of
American political institutions, nearly a century and a half later.
Language in the legal system is just as discriminatory as it was in
Anthony’s time, continuing a tenacious cycle of institutionalized
misogyny and authoritarian rule over female bodies.

This sketch depicts suffragette Victoria Woodhull attempting to
vote. The 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote, was
not ratified until 1920.
(Photo by Mrs. President, The Opera.)
Unfortunately, a universally agreed-upon definition of “sex”
currently does not exist; governmental institutions must define it
for themselves if they are to litigate it. In Chapter 31, Title 18 of the
Pennsylvania Crimes Code, “sexual intercourse” is defined as “some
penetration, however slight; emission is not required.”
The phallus “penetrates” the woman’s vagina. The penis, be it a
dildo or other “male” entity, is the active being, the hero, and the
center of the act of sex. Accordingly, the vagina is the passive being, the acceptor--hardly a participant. The penis or phallic object
has a designated role—to penetrate—but there is no mention of the
vagina’s role at all. In correspondence with this definition of sexual
intercourse, vaginas have no agency or capacity.
A feminist Pittsburgh attorney, Patricia Miller, is famous for
pointing out that her vagina has the ability to encircle a man’s penis
as well as a penis is able to penetrate her vagina. Yet, the statute
does not say that sexual intercourse is “any encircling, however
slight,” rather than “any penetration, however slight.” The two suggestions mean the same thing, but legalese follows the narrative of a
male actor and a passive female participant, with no mention of an
involved, functional vagina.
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Furthermore, by referencing “emission,” the author of the
text makes the assumption that sex revolves around a male
orgasm. The code does not follow up with “female orgasm is not
required.” Presumably, this is because androcentric understandings of sex have never considered the female orgasm significant,
which is reflected in the language. While the statute says sex
does not require male orgasm, the wording still emphasizes it,
effectively erasing the existence of female orgasm from the code
of law.
Alas, this legal code not only defines these terms under the
comprehension of patriarchal sexual norms; it is also duped
into an assumption that all sex is heteronormative. The language
fails to recognize sex that is not a penis-vagina combination.
There is no consideration of, perhaps, vagina-to-vagina contact,
which might not have penetration--thus, no “male” entity to be
conducting the sex. This code discounts many valid and popular
forms of sex--all due to its heteropatriarchal language.
This idea is further perpetuated through Pennsylvania’s
deviate sexual intercourse clause in Chapter 31 of the Crimes
Code. Deviate Sexual Intercourse is defined as, “sexual intercourse per os or per anus between human beings.” Assigning the
term “deviate,” to anal sex is debilitating to those who prefer such
methods for their right to pleasure.
Politicians unjustly estrange anal penetration, effectively
using more heteronormative language to increase stigma and
misinformation. This not only makes the assumption that sex
per anus is not the norm, but it makes the claim that it is wrong,
abnormal—deviate.
In sociology, “deviants” are those who stray from the norm;
politicians use their institutional power to define the “norm” and,
in turn, what is “deviant. The real violation, though, lies in establishing such “norms” that alienate people’s personal decisions in
relation to their own body and sexual autonomy.
The United States government boasts itself as the ultimate
provider of liberties. Legislators pride themselves on drafting
law that embodies ideals of justice and equality. In actuality, it is
clear that legislative language has not changed much since the era
of women’s suffrage rights. The citizens of Pennsylvania are still
living, indoctrinated, in a country that legally assumes gay sex is
barbaric and female orgasm non-existent. These word choices
reflect overarching cultural values that seep its way into even the
most dry, straightforward documents.
Language is the tool by which people make sense of the world,
which includes citizens understandings of the law. Ideological
beliefs are embedded into language and, in turn, shape the beliefs
and values of the audience. If something as fundamental as sexist
language is so deeply ingrained into culture that it infiltrates the
legal system, it is evident that the law has a clear-cut problem in
need of addressing.
These legal codes--adulterated with sexist language-- have
harmful consequences. Missouri Congressman Todd Akin, who
haphazardly coined the term “legitimate rape,” has the institutional power to potentially enforce law. If the institutions that are
supposed to protect its citizens continue to allow the patriarchy
to infiltrate the language of the legal system, the “othering” of
anyone who is not a part of the majority, or “norm,” is inevitable.
Pennsylvania Congressmen should petition to re-word the language of the “sexual intercourse” definition; if not, have we really
progressed from the injustices of 1872?

Men Don’t Cry

By Nora Kupiec
In Vogue India’s 2014 #StartWithTheBoys campaign video about
domestic violence, a proud father of a wailing newborn infant
swathes his son into a plush blanket and the safety of his loving
arms, quietly hushing his son, “Shhh, boys don’t cry.” A few years
later, the same boy is tearstruck in his school uniform as his teacher corrects his behavior with a gentle, but stern, “Boys don’t cry.”
Then, the same bawling innocent boy is terrified of learning
how to swim while his father forcefully pulls him towards the
water and bellows, “Boys don’t cry!”
In this boy’s adolescent years, he cries after a soccer game loss
or after a particularly wounding break-up, his friends attempt
comfort him with another reminder that “Boys don’t cry.”
Alas, this boy has grown into a young man ready to make his
mark on the world, and in the last scene, he is holding back tears
as he finishes beating his partner.
This PSA highlights the special socialization that affords men

In the above screenshot from the #StartWithTheBoys video, a boy
cries in fear of getting a shot, as his mother stands back and reprimands him. (Photo by Vogue India.)
little space to express emotion or have healthy relationships with
their feelings and its severe, violent consequences. “Be a big boy,”
a mother may say when her son starts crying. To her daughter,
“There, there, it will be alright.” Even in childhood, the differences
are stark. Mothers are correctional officers for their tearful sons,
but sympathetic enablers for their upset daughters.
Because emotionality is a feminine trait, respectable men
cannot have such a characteristic. Indeed, the femininity of emotionality is indigestible for men, as exemplified by deeming the
emotional man as “womanly” or a “pussy.” In a 2010 study, when
shown a situation showing others in distress to trigger empathy,
both men and women showed the same values in heart rate, even
though fewer men reported to being empathetic.
The widespread emotional constipation in young men leads
to pent-up anger, which may cause them to act out in school
and commit more violent acts. Men commit 81% of completed
suicides among people ages 10 to 24. Additionally, these forms of
suicide are usually more violent--shooting themselves or jumping
off a bridge.
Co-author of Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of
Boys Michael Thompson too believes in the toxicity and harmfulness of the cultural ideal of masculinity. “Teenage boys still have
the myths. They still believe in the myths of total strength and
independence, and when your girlfriend (drops) you and you are
flooded with feelings of loss, shame and abandonment, then you
think you can’t manage these feelings,” he remarked, all too famil-

iar with the frustration of inability to cope with emotion.
Stifled emotional expression leads to violence. In the past
thirty years, men executed 97 percent of school shootings. Columbine shooter Dylan Klebold wrote in diary entries depressed

“As the patriarchy is harsh upon men who do
not conform to gender roles, male domestic
victims may be seen as vulnerable and weak.
Despite this stereotype, 40 percent of domestic
abuse victims are male.”
or paranoid statements such as, “Me is a god, a god of sadness”
and “I have always been hated, by everyone and everything.” Instead of seeking help for depressive symptoms, he channeled his
anger and loneliness into violence. Klebold is a singular example
out of many men whose distress transformed into mass-violence.
In a viral video by Mankind Initiative, a social experiment
set up two situations to canvass reactions of bystanders—one in
which a man was publicly abusing his female partner, and one in
which a woman was publicly abusing her male partner. Ringing
true with the patriarchy’s “damsel in distress” archetype and
with the fearless, merciless man, bystander reactions were much
more sympathetic towards the female victim. Onlookers simply
laughed at and belittled the male victim in this situation.
Men are usually seen as the perpetrators of domestic abuse
and never the victims. As the patriarchy is harsh upon men who
do not conform to gender roles, male domestic victims may be
seen as vulnerable and weak. Despite this stereotype, 40 percent
of domestic abuse victims are male.
Anti-feminist bloggers and Youtube commenters immediately
used the video to make feminism a scapegoat. But feminism is
the struggle for the elimination of the patriarchy, which is the
root cause of the masculine rejection of emotionality and other
forms of “weakness.” Therefore, feminism is also the struggle
against men’s lack of emotion management.
As the #StartWithTheBoys campaign suggests, the world can
not combat domestic violence without first realizing the importance of male socialization in the matter. The patriarchy frames
men as frigid, stronger beings which forever increases their
likelihood of resorting to violence to maintain such a masculine
self-ideal. However, by understanding these gender roles and
eradicating them, domestic violence will no longer be seen as
simply a woman’s issue.

Onlookers failed to intervene when the perpetrator of abuse was
a woman. Mankind Initiative is a UK charity for male victims of
abuse. (Photo by Mankind Initiative.)
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A Pitt Survey on “Body Count”

Twenty-five out of the sample of sixty-one students are heteroBy Emily Steele
sexual females. Their results include:
Historically, body count is the gruesome casualties of war or
the fallen victims of the Bubonic plague, but the hypersexualized
generation of today has reinterpreted “body count” for an entirely
new means. “Body count” for a college student is the number of
people she or he has had sex with, not the number of soldiers she’s
gunned down. Interestingly, this term is rooted in mass violence,
and now it is used to refer to sex. Has the meaning of sex also
changed from a symbol of intimacy to a savage competition for
desire?
Perhaps, inquiring about one’s “body count” would elicit
shock, as it remains unclear if such a topic is acceptable for public
(Photo by Emily Steele.)
discussion. However, it is possible one may be completely open to
The additional comments section included sentiments such
the question, with the understanding that the spheres of sexuality
as “Their past is their past” and “People should have sex with as
and morality do not overlap.
many people as they want because it’s a personal choice.”
Another response, which seems to have become more of a
A proactive subject said, “Use protection and we will be gettrend over the past couple years, is a prideful satisfaction with
ting tested on our first date- no games!” And another commented
your body count, for both those with “high” counts and those
on double standards with, “Men always think they can have more,
with “low” counts. Others are not so sure and instead answer the
like tf?”
question with a queasy expression.
The vague, arbitrary values of “body count” was expressed in
To explore the concept of “body count” at a more local level, I
“10 would make me doubt having sex with them, but if they had
surveyed some Pitt students at Market Central for their opinions
more I wouldn’t necessarily turn them down.”
on the subject of “body count” and how it interacts with their
The survey also included two bisexual females who had no
sense of dignity, religion, relationships, and more.
preferences for “body count” and wondered why it would matter.
A sample of 61 Pitt students were presented with the followOne lesbian woman also responded that there should not be a
ing question: “Quantitatively, what number exceeds the socially
limit. She commented, “Each to their own.”
acceptable limit of somebody’s ‘body count,’ or number of people
One homosexual male responded that another male’s body
one has had sex with, referring to your partner of interest?”
count limit should not exceed eight.
Then, the subjects were allotted a blank space for open response
Notably, no female college students reported that their male
or additional comments. The subjects were left to interpret the
partners should be completely sexually inexperienced at 0 previquestion to follow their own personal definitions of “acts of sex”
ous sexual partners. Perhaps, female students provide pre-emptive
and “partners of interest.”
leeway for their male counterparts considering that socially, men
For the most part, the sample was comprised of either hettend to be perceived as more promiscuous than women.
erosexual males or heterosexual females, with the exception of a
Remarkably, the majority of the male participants did not have
few outlying gender-preference combinations. Thirty-two out of
an answer right away. They preferred to discuss the topic and ask
sixty-one of these individuals are heterosexual males. Their results more questions than majority of the female participants. It is likeinclude:
ly that the female subjects had already thought about the concept
of “body count” and therefore, they had a readily available answer.
It was also suggested in the male reactions that most of the male
subjects had not thought very much about the topic previously,
which is why they responded with so much discussion before
answering.
The survey quickly invoked some controversial debate between participants, who all had to consider a wide array of factors
before reaching a conclusion. An alleged high number, such as
15, was deemed acceptable if the person in question simply dated
frequently, but it was not acceptable if that person was “sleeping
(Photo by Emily Steele.)
around.”
The survey setting was not entirely controlled, so while some
Answers also depended on how early someone first started
subjects were eating alone, others were fraternizing with their
having sex, which apparently increases their time frame of sexual
friends in groups. As evidenced by the responses, there was a
encounters. Religion played a big role as well. For example, Chrisclear diversity in the acceptable “body count” but strongest emtians consider the malpractice of abstinence as a sin, a belief that
phasis on 3 to 5 partners or 15 to 20 partners.
affected some people’s decisions on what number was too high.
Some subjects offered, “If she’s a good girl, then it really
The topic of whether or not a person should have the same
doesn’t matter” and “It depends on a lot” or “We don’t judge.”
expectations for their partner’s “body count” also generated disA particularly passionate subject responded, “I believe in sex
cussion. The subjects were faced with asking themselves, “Should
as the ultimate form of intimate contact, something special that
women be expected to be more pure, or put simply, have a smaller
should happen when you know you don’t want anyone else. Hav‘body count’?” or “What does ‘sleeping around’ even mean?”
ing said that, life is never the way you expect, so I leave it open.”
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Hollywood Heteronormativity
By Gianna Murabito
The United States film industry, which is so famous for rich
and superior movies, is not so rich in terms of representation. In
fact, Hollywood is notably poor in its history of LGBTQIA+ representation. Throughout more than a hundred years of movies,
queer characters have only rarely been depicted on the screen.
Because of this, it comes as no surprise that their sexual experiences are too inaccurately illustrated in films. The misrepresentation of the LGBTQIA+ community leads to the exotification and
stigmatization of LGBTQIA+ relationships and sexuality.
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD), the
United States LGBT media advocacy organization, conducted its
second annual study of LGBT representation in studio films this
past July. GLAAD discovered that of the 102 releases from seven
major studios, only 17 films included characters that identified
as lesbian, gay, or bisexual. That being said, the majority of the
LGBT characters only had minor roles and their representation
was considered “outright defamatory.”
GLAAD CEO and President Sarah Kate Ellis remarked,
“These studios have the eyes and ears of millions of audience
members and should reflect the true fabric of our society rather
than feed into the hatred and prejudice against LGBT people
too often seen around the globe.” As Sarah Kate Ellis points
out, the sparse representation that the LGBTQIA+ community
does receive is more along the lines of misrepresentation, as it is
drenched in exotification and mystification.
Gay author Armistead Maupin, best known for his groundbreaking Tales of the City series, appeared in The Celluloid Closet,
a 1995 documentary that sheds light on the shortage of films
that portray gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender characters.
Maupin argues, “Movies show us what’s glorious, tragic, wonderful and funny about the day-to-day experiences that we all share,
and when you’re gay and don’t see that reflected in the movies,
you begin to think something is truly wrong.”
Maupin is right – Hollywood teaches straight people what
to think about gay people and gay people what to think about
themselves. So, when only stereotypical gays and lesbians are
given on-screen roles, it paints a very distorted picture for the
audience, especially for those in the LGBTQIA+ who don’t identify with the limited queer archetypes.
The deeply rooted problem originates from the ideology

Trans activist and actress Laverne Cox was typecast in
about seven different roles as a prostitute before she was
cast in Orange Is The New Black. (Photo by Buzzfeed.)

that sex sells. Unfortunately, audience members crave the specific,
titillating details of a private act, even more so with the experiences
of culturally defamed people. For instance, why does a lesbian sex
scene in a mainstream film get more “popularity” than your typical
rom com sex scene?
Like Maupin pointed out, society learns from movies, so if
there are no movies that accurately depict sex that differs from the
so-called “norm,” then how should society appropriately react?
The movie industry circulates a relentless conversation towards
sexualities and genders that break away from the heteronormativity.
Curiosities about sex come from a voyeuristic place – a toxic mindset that harbors stigma.
Lesbian sex does not sell because it is just another form of sex;
it sells because media corporations peddle it as a representation
of exoticness - the “other” and the unknown. It also plays into the
women as readily available sexual beings, so sexual that their sexualities are ready to charge according to the man’s whim.
The Black Swan, a riveting psychological thriller about a ballerina who drives herself to the height of madness, exemplifies this
eroticizing ideology. The weak, fragile women in the movie are
sexualized while the masculine power, the ballet’s director, reinforces the notion that men define women’s beauty and control their
bodies.
The main ballerina, played by Natalie Portman, dreamed about
having sex with another woman. Her realistic dream was part of
her “path to the crazy.” Not only was the lesbian sex scene an overt
mechanism to attract curious movie-goers, but the sex was appropriated to represent mental illness, effectively polarizing lesbian sex
as the “other.”
Lesbian sex is too often appropriated by heteropatriarchal media
corporations to make their products more “scandalous” and thus
more appealing to a paying consumer. As a result, lesbian sex is exotified and thus, contributes to the dehumanization of lesbian people. Lesbian sex isn’t pornography, even though mainstream media
corporations often use lesbian sex as an outlet to distribute pornlike sex scenes. The Black Swan supports this conjecture--women
should sustain the status quo as sexual items in a heteropatriarchy.
The ever sexually-available woman is not enough anymore. The
remedy for that is two women - double the excitement, stimulation,
and fun for the men. To see two sexual, attractive women having
sex together is visually pleasing and sexually provocative for men.
The eroticization of lesbian sex only perpetuates the myriad of
these perversions.
Hetero-privileged people have their emotions and relationships
constantly validated, especially when they are able to see depictions
of their sex life constantly displayed in mainstream films, but what
about the rest? It is identity erasure.
This overwhelming sense of heteronormative entitlement only
powers society to push lesbian relationships aside. The truth is that
lesbian sex is fundamentally valid like any other form of sex, so why
is its continual eroctization and misrepresentation still so pervasive?
The sexual representation of Hollywood is heteronormative,
and in turn, harmful. Lesbian sex is viewed as deviant – a perceived
characteristic of a disparaged minority group. Mainstream media
is steeped in its heteronormative ways in favor of appropriating
lesbian sex as erotic while disregarding its consequences.
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Corrections for the October 2014 Slutciety
The Feminist Vocab of the Month section, on page 2, stated that
Kimberly Crenshaw coined “intersectionality” in 1959. She actually
coined it in 1989.
Some copies of the October 2014 Slutciety credited the wrong
author for “The Purple in Black Queerness.” The actual author is
Maureen Jones.
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